Distribution of monkey esophagus antigens reactive with IgA-class antibodies in the sera of dermatitis herpetiformis patients.
Antibodies of IgA class reactive to the lining of the smooth muscle bundles, i.e., endomysium (EmA), are present in the sera of patients with dermatitis herpetiformis and coeliac disease. These antibodies can be detected on monkey esophagus, a substrate of choice for pemphigus and pemphigoid antibodies. The amount of antigen reactive with IgA-EmA is greatest in the lower portion of the esophagus and decreases towards the uppermost part.